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line on disproportionate
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year in office for me as TRICARE fee increases.
your chapter president.
Recruiting Update
Time really does fly. Now
MOAA has launched its
everything we do is the 2017 Chapter Recruiting
second time around. The
Campaign
and
will
goal of your leadership shortly provide us with
team is to learn from an updated recruiting list
everything we do and be
of
several
hundred
better able to serve you.
names of non-chapter
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Back from the Storm

MOAA members in our
MOAA’s 2017 Storming chapter’s area.
the Hill event was held The Board will be
April 5 and was another looking at the best way
success. It’s an action to reach out to these
packed week for council potential members. As
and chapter presidents, usual,
our
chapter
including recognition for members remain the
legislators, training for best recruiters by inviting
chapter leaders, awards guests to our meetings
and the latest update from and letting them see the
MOAA’s staff.
chapter in action. That
The Arizona Council Vice often closes the deal.
President, Pete Kloeber,
was our representative.
Initial reports are that
there was a measurable
spike in legislators cosponsoring bills repealing
the SBP-DIC offset for
surviving spouses and
more support to find a
solution for Sequestration.

Anthem, AZ 85086

Special thanks to Paul
Schnur and Jon Shawl,
who have been bringing
guests and providing us
names
of
potential
chapter members.

One practice we have
supported in the past,
and want to remind you
of, is that if you bring a
MOAA Stormers also hit potential member to one
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of our meetings, we will
pay for that person’s
lunch on a one time
basis.
This
is
an
investment in recruiting
new members and well
worthwhile. Just let us
know in advance who
the person is.
Scholarship Time
Our April meeting was
highlighted
by
the
presentation of three
$2,000 scholarships to
two cadets and one
midshipman from the
ASU Army, Navy and Air
Force ROTC programs.
Our special guest,
CAPT Archie Kelly, USN
RET, a 98-year-old Pearl
Harbor survivor, made
the check presentations
in a true passing of the
torch from the Greatest
Generation to three soon
-to-be leaders from the
current generation. See
more details on Page 2.
Great Golf Day
Friday, April 21, was
the
12th
annual
Scholarship
Golf
Tournament, held this
year at Starfire Golf
Course. Pat Dale did
another fantastic job of
organizing the event,
which had 77 players tee

Continued on page 2...
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month unless noted
otherwise
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for entry. Members
welcome.
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 September 7
Member Meetings/
Luncheons are held on
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month, Social Hour at
1100, Luncheon at 1145,
at McCormick Ranch
Golf Club unless noted
otherwise.
Upcoming meetings:
 May 20
 September 16
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Scholarship Awards Presented to ROTC Standouts
Scholarsip awardees
hold giant sized replicas
of their checks after the
presentation ceremony.
From left are Army Cadet
Daina Cing, Navy
Midshipman Britni
Barricman and Air Force
Cadet Michael Austin.
Each received a check
for $2,000 to help with
their educational
expenses as they
prepare for their military
careers.
A member of the Greatest Generation passed
the torch to the next generation of military
leaders at the April Scholarship Luncheon.
Three ROTC students from Arizona State
University were presented their scholarship
checks by World War II veteran CAPT Archie
Kelley, USN (Ret).
Each recipient was introduced by a chapter
member. Scholarship recipients are:
Army Cadet Daina Cing, who was born on
Guam. Her mother was a lieutenant in the
Army, and her grandfather served in World War
II. She plans to learn Mandarin Chinese and
become an Army linguist. She was introduced
by Bill Roscher, COL USA (Ret).
Navy
Midshipman
Britni
Barricman
volunteers in community events in Mesa,
including Feed My Children. She wants to
become a Navy aviator. She was introduced by
CAPT Jon Shawl, USN (Ret).
Air Force Cadet Michael Austin, who’s on
the Dean’s List at ASU. His father is a Navy
veteran, and his brother is a Marine. He wants
to fly heavy lifters, like the C-5 or C-17. He was
introduced by Charlie Black, Lt Col USAF (Ret).
CAPT Kelley was an officer on
the battleship West Virginia in
Pearl
Harbor
when
the
Japanese
attacked
on
December 7, 1941. He served
throughout the war and later in
the Navy’s nuclear program. He
also was guest speaker at the
March luncheon.

President’s Perspective…continued
off on a beautiful day for golf. A number of
members also joined us for an excellent BBQ
lunch after golf. Thank you for your generosity
as we raised $2,600 dollars for the Scholarship
Fund.
Many thanks to Pat and Patti Dale and the
Dale family for an outstanding event and to the
Bogey Boys and all the players who came out to
support us.
Special Guest This Month
Don’t miss our May 20 program with guest
speaker, U.S. Representative Dave Schweikert,
a member of the powerful House Ways and
Means Committee. We have asked Rep.
Schweikert to speak on two very important
topics: health care and tax reform. His
committee has an important role in both issues.

100 Years Ago in U.S. Military History
After declaring war against Germany in April
1917, marking the U.S. entry into World War I,
Congress passed the Selective Service Act in
May, reinstituting the military draft for the first
time since the Civil War.

The Sentinel newsletter is published by the
Arizona Chapter of the Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA).
MOAA and its affiliate chapters and councils are
non-partisan.

Page 3

Plan to attend our
May 20, 2017, Program

U.S. Representative David Schweikert
Arizona’s 6th Congressional District
We are fortunate to have U.S. Rep. David Schweikert as
our guest speaker for the May 20 luncheon.
Rep. Schweikert, whose 6th District includes many of our
members, will give us insights into the Capitol Hill action,
particularly as it affects health care and tax reform.
Important Notice
About the May
Luncheon
Treasurer
Charlie
Bitner will not be
available
for
the
luncheon.
Past Treasurer Bill
Roscher has agreed to
fill in, so for this month
only, make reservations
and payments with Bill.
See
his
contact
information in the box
below.
Also Note: Credit card
payment will not be
available for the May
luncheon. Plan to pay
by check or cash.

He has an extensive background in government service and
the private sector, having served as majority whip in the
Arizona Legislature, as Maricopa County Treasurer and
worked with Arizona tribal communities on important
priorities. He also ran a successful family business.
In Congress, Rep. Schweikert is in his fourth term, has
served on the financial services committee and currently
holds a seat on the important Ways and Means Committee.
He also serves on various House caucuses.
He and his wife Joyce enjoy backpacking, hiking in Grand
Canyon and spending time outdoors with their daughter.
Don’t miss this opportunity
to hear first hand
from one of our key elected officials.
Reservations Required

Saturday May 20, 2017
McCormick Ranch Golf Club
REGISTRATION must be received by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 16
$22 per person includes lunch. Make check payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA
Send to: Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050
Or contact Bill at 480-948-3609 or wroscher@cox.net
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Fun in the Sun
On the Links
It was a bright, sunny and pleasant
day for golf when 77 players took to
the links in the chapter’s annual
scholarship fundraiser tournament on
April 21 at Starfire Golf Club.

Ron Perkins carefully eyes the
tee as he lines up his shot and
hopes for a hole in one. Maybe
next time.

The day produced another successful
event, pulled together by Chapter Golf
Director Pat Dale. Besides the fun, the
players and sponsors raised
approximately $2,600 for the chapter
Jack Farley watches his
scholarship fund. The morning was
drive as it flies toward the
capped with a barbecue lunch and
green.
awarding of prizes.

Brothers Stick Together
Jim Dale, above, successfully
escapes a sand trap, while
brother Pat, above right,
prepares to duplicate the feat
from his trap. Pat’s shot
caught the green, too.

A Thank You from
ROTC Headquarters
USAF 2nd Lt Elise
McSwain from ROTC
Headquarters attended
the luncheon to thank
the chapter and players
for helping ROTC
students further their
education.
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Personal Affairs
By Lee Lange
Personal Affairs Officer

MOAA State Report Card Issued
Each year, MOAA publishes a state report
card and tax guide on the status of taxes and
top issues affecting military families in each
state.
Highlighted are the states that provide
exemptions for military retired pay and survivor
benefits. Also included is a list of 10 top issues
that impact currently serving military members
and their families.
These issues are being worked by USA 4
Military Families under the Defense State
Liaison Office (DSLO) and in partnership with
MOAA. Each year DSLO identifies the top 10
issues affecting currently serving members and
their families at the state level.
A nationwide group of state liaison officers
approaches advocacy groups and state
legislatures to help enact legislation to address
these concerns.

See Where Arizona Stands
Go to moaa.org and search State Report Card
and State Tax Guide. to see where Arizona falls
on the issues. Governor Ducey has said he
wants Arizona to be a veteran friendly state.
The report card shows he has some work to do
to back that up.
Recently, MOAA members have been showing
this report card to Arizona state legislators and
some are paying attention. The ready
comparison it provides to other states is
compelling and helps us in pushing state level
priorities.

Donations to Chapter Funds

Support Education and Employment
for Vets (S.E.E.4Vets) Golf Tournament
Proceeds from this event will benefit
S.E.E.4Vets, an Arizona non-profit
public charity organization.

TPC Scottsdale—Stadium Golf Course
(Home of the Waste Management Open)
Friday May 12, 2017
Shotgun 1:00 PM
Scramble Format
Long Drive
Closest to the Pin & Hole in One
Happy Hour @ Toro Restaurant
Auction & Raffle
_____________________________________________

Single Player
Foursome
Tee Box Sponsor
Student Veteran Sponsor
Gold Sponsor
Patriot Sponsor

$200
$800
$200
$1000
$2500
$5000

(Tax deductible $90/golfer)
_________________________________________

Online Registration
www.see4vets.org/special-events
Contact: ray@see4vets.org

Welcome Our New Members

General Fund
Roger Schartzer $50

Scholarship Fund
Roger Schartzer $50
Rob Welch $100
Dan Germond $29
Kathy Upchurch $22

Al Crawford, MG USA (Ret)
of Phoenix
David Boyd, Maj USAF (Ret)
And his wife Mary of Anthem
Please meet and greet our new members
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National Legislative Update
by Lee Lange
Legislation Chairman

Keeping the Government Open
Once again the government faced a shutdown
Friday, April 28, unless a new budget deal is
agreed to that keeps funding going for the rest
of fiscal year 2017.
Included in all of this is the Defense Budget,
which has been operating on a Continuing
Resolution since December. Congress returned
this week from a two week recess and they
have a lot to do to pass a 2017 budget and
associated defense spending.
The government is currently being funded
under a continuing resolution (CR), which was
signed by President Barack Obama December
10, 2016. The resolution runs out April 28.
Under a CR, funding remains under the
previous year's levels, and the start of new
programs is not authorized except in rare
circumstances.
Congress has limited options and minimal time
to resolve this funding dilemma. Of concern is
the potential option of a new CR that would
simply carry the government through to the end
of the fiscal year. If this is the vote, it will not be
well received by those in DoD.

Service Chiefs Testify
Service Chiefs recently delivered frank
testimony that failure to pass a budget is a
failure of Congress to do their job. They warned
that adopting a full year CR would mean
cancelled training, costly maintenance delays,
and supply shortages across the services.
The service chiefs all argued the cumulative
effects of eight years of CRs and five years of
caps on spending have devastated the military
just as potential challengers have made
significant investments in their own military
forces.

Other Options
In looking at other options, Congress could
pass a funding bill for DoD, and not for any
other federal departments. The appropriators in
Congress could also pass a CR that would
include a number of special provisions that
would permit DoD to spend money as it
requires, within the statutory cap on total
defense
spending.
Whatever
necessary

spending adjustments not covered by the
approved special provisions could be changed
in one of two other ways: either by DoD
redirecting funds within its budgets or by
congressional approval to reprogram funds.

Take Action
MOAA strongly urges Congress to pass a
defense spending bill when it returns from
recess. Anything short of that constitutes a
failure
of
Congress'
most
important
responsibility under the Constitution: to provide
the necessary resources for the nation's
defense. Hopefully when you read this,
Congress will have done its job and passed a
budget.
You can help by going to MOAA’s action
center at the link below. http://capwiz.com/
moaa/issues/alert/?alertid=74607626.
Send your legislators MOAA’s recommended
message on the top action item listed.

State Legislation
Here are updates on three bills we have been
following this legislative session, which is
scheduled to end April 28.
SB 1203 - MFRF Tax Credit; Veterans’
Donation Fund. Would extend the Military
Family Relief Fund from 2018 to 2025 and cap
the Military Family Relief Fund at its current
amount by moving the associated $1 million per
year tax credit to the Veteran Donations Fund
(VDF). This fund would then be used “for the
benefit of the veterans (of all eras) within this
state as grants.”
Primary Sponsors: Sen. Gail Griffin, R-Dist.
14; Rep. Brenda Barton, R-Dist. 6
Major Actions: Passed Senate 29-1 on 28
February. Passed House Rules Committee 17
April. Full House floor vote pending.
SB 1444 - Tax Subtraction; Military
Retirement (renamed SB1208). Incrementally
reduces Arizona income tax on military
retirement pay beginning in tax year 2019 and
fully deducting military retirement pay in 2022.
Primary Sponsor: Sen. Gail Griffin, R-Dist. 14
Major Actions: No action in either House or
Senate. Future of bill in doubt this session.

Continued on Page 7...
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...Legislative Report, cont.
HB2496 - Consumer Access Line of Credit
(CALC) Loans.
Primary Sponsor: Sen Debbie Lesko, R-Dist
21
Major Actions: New predatory lending bill
passed by Senate Appropriations Committee 21
March. Offers loans up to $2,500 with up to 164
per cent interest. Failed to reach Senate floor
due to lack of votes.

May Luncheon
WHEN:

May 20, 2017
11:00 a.m., Meet & Greet Social Hour
11:45, Lunch

WHERE: McCormick Ranch Golf Club, Scottsdale
COST:

$22 Per Person

DRESS: Business Casual
MENU: Pan-seared Mahi Mahi with pineapple
salsa over herbed rice pilaf, salad and chocolate
pie.
PROGRAM: U.S. Rep. David Schweikert of Arizona
District 6 will give us an update on major issues in
Congress.

JROTC Leaders Earn Honors
Chapter Member Carol Culbertson, CAPT
USN (Ret), presents the chapter’s leadership
medal to NJROTC Cadet ENS Anthony
Martinez at Moon Valley High School on April
21. Chapter members are presenting MOAA
medals to JROTC students at 15 area high
school award ceremonies during April and May.
The JROTC medal program is headed by LCDR
Terry Tassin, USN (Ret), who lined up
volunteers to make presentations at each
school. The medals recognize JROTC cadets
who excel in various leadership categories at
their schools.

CHAPTER FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION
If you would like to make a donation to one or more of the AZ Chapter Funds, include your check identified with the appropriate fund and mail
to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, 602-943-0028, charles.bitner@gmail.com.

General Fund: $ ___________________________
Scholarship Fund: $ _______________________ [a 501(c)(3) charitable fund]
Name of Donor :________________________________Identify me as a donor in the next newsletter. YES___ NO___

MEAL/RESERVATION FORM
Please reserve ___ meals for (name): _________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ _________ ($22.00/person) for the May 2017 luncheon
Make check payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA
Send check to: Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050, 480-948-3609, wroscher@cox.net

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after May 16.
Cancellations after May 16 will be charged and not refunded.
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See You in September
This is our last edition of The Sentinel until
September as the chapter takes a break from
meetings and newsletters.
However, the board might plan a summer
chapter outing, possibly a Diamondbacks game
or other event, so be on the lookout for
information.
Have a great summer.
The Arizona Chapter MOAA - 2016 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs
PRESIDENT
Col Lee Lange, USMC
703-232-3609
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
LTC Ron Bright, USA
480-614-9463
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
CAPT Dave Price, USN
831-233-8131
SECRETARY
CPT Paul Schnur, USA
480-443-8201
TREASURER
Col Charles Bitner, USAF
602-943-0028
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF
602-482-3838
DIRECTORS:
CDR Jim Draper USN, USN; MAJ Janet Stultz, USA;
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, CAPT Jon Shawl USN; Beth
Cullison, Spouse

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF
602-482-3838
ADVERTISING
Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF
602-482-3838
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF
602-482-3838
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER
Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF
602-482-3838
JROTC AWARDS
LCDR Terry Tassin USN
623-931-1546
LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC
703-232-3609
MEMBERSHIP
CAPT David Price, USN
831-233-8131
SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse
602-993-8556

CHAPLAIN
PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange USMC
PROGRAMS
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, Chair
Col Lee Lange, vice chair
ARRANGEMENTS
LTJG Donna Bright, USN
SCHOLARSHIPS
CAPT Jon Shawl
TRANSITION LIAISON
CDR Jim Draper USN
WEBMASTER
COL Rob Welch USA
SHARE A RIDE
CAPT Frank Hoak III, USN

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org
Arizona Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
13819 N. 51st Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Vacant
703-232-3609
602-501-9876
703-232-3609
480-614-9463
602-999-8253
480-483-7769
480-207-6446
480-664-0047

