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We had a great September luncheon after 
our summer break with 66 people at 
McCormick Ranch tha t inc luded s ix 
prospective members. Those numbers are 
significant in that last year we averaged 53 
people for our McCormick Ranch luncheons. I 
hope this is an indicator of great things to come 
between now and May. 

Then, on Tuesday, the 20th, we had 35 
people at American Legion Post 44 to hear from 
Brian Minzey, former Army Ranger and 
participant in a military operation in 
Afghanistan in 2004 that resulted in the tragic 
crash of a MV-22 Osprey. That incident was the 
subject of the book, Rotors in the Sand, by our 
former member Brigadier General Harvel. See 
additional details about this event on page 8. 

In October we will hold our annual picnic at 
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park. We hope 
you will join us for what is always a great day 
of camaraderie—not to mention good barbecue. 
This is always a good event to invite 
prospective members, so if you know any, feel 
free to invite them. Better yet, pick them up and 
bring them with you! 

Looking ahead, November will be our 
Annual Members Meeting and December will 
showcase our annual Christmas party. We look 
forward to seeing you at all these events. 

(Continued on page 6) 

President’s Perspective
by Tom Sheets

The Sentinel
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Chapter Membership
by Bob Fiegl, Chapter 1st VP 
and Membership Chair 
Fieglr869@gmail.com

ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM 

2022 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2022. 

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send 
it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member 
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020. 

Dues for 2021 $______________________ Dues for 2022 $_______________________ 

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member ____________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below :

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

To Renew Online - Click Here!

Hello my friends!   

I’m full of anticipation now as it’s nearly time 
to rip the September page off the calendar as I 
anxiously wait for cooler weather to arrive in 
metro Phoenix, the return of many outdoor 
community activities and the approach of the 
year’s big holidays in November and December!  
It’s my time of year!  Hopefully yours too!   

You’ll be reading about our chapter’s 
upcoming member events elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  I hope to see many of you at our 
Saturday October 15th   annual BBQ at the 
Stillman railroad park in Scottsdale.  This will be 
held in place of our normal monthly meeting at 
McCormick Ranch Golf Course.  For you 
creatures of habit, make a note and put it on your 
refrigerator about this one-time change of venue!   

For future planning, a well-informed source, 
our Treasurer Charlie Bitner, told me we’ll be 
served a roast turkey dinner at our November 19th 
membership meeting and on December 17th we’ll 
be served Slow Roasted Pot Roast.  Great menu 
selections! 

We held our first weeknight membership event 
on Tuesday, September 20th, and what a wonderful 
event.  Member attendance was good as we were 
treated to a presentation by Army combat veteran 
Brian Minzey. His personal account of his varied and 
fascinating career and experiences in the Middle-
East were fascinating and heartwarming.  It was one 
of the best ‘first person’ stories I’ve ever had the 
privilege of listening to.  The meals at our 
membership meetings are usually very good and our 
speakers are almost always great presenters on 
interesting topics of general interest to our audiences.  
Bruce Kosaveach has done great work bringing in 
our speakers! Please attend our membership 
meetings whenever you can!  We want to see you 
there! 

At our September meeting we were fortunate to 
have had six new potential chapter members join us.  
This is the highest number since well before COVID 
hit us.  This was a superb feat and a testament to our 
members who are out there working hard to recruit 
new members.  I continually ask every member to be 
a recruiter for our Arizona Chapter of MOAA.  All I 
ask is to find one eligible person per year and then 
guide them to me!  Verbally advertise for us, email 
them a copy of our Sentinel newsletter, invite them 
to attend a luncheon/meeting to meet us.  Just one 
person, please!   

(Continued on page 4) 

https://www.azmoaa.org/membership/renew-your-membership/
mailto:Fieglr869@gmail.com
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OCTOBER 15, 
2022 

MOAA BBQ             
PICNIC 

Scott Hallock and 
Suzanne Kiraly

              

REGISTRATION must be received by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 11th. $35 per person includes lunch. 
RSVP to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave. Phoenix 85020 by email: Charles@bitner36.com 

or contact Charlie at 602-943-0028 
Make check payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA

Annual MOAA 
Arizona Chapter 

BBQ/Picnic 

11AM-2PM 

Bring a prospective 
member 

──── 

McCormick-Stillman 
Park  

Indian Bend & 
Scottsdale Roads 
Rotary Ramada 

 MAP 

Scott has been performing for over 30 years solo, duo and with 
bands. For the past 7 years, he has been performing with 
vocalist, guitarist, and percussionist, Suzie Kiraly. They play 
over 600 songs in the genres of classic rock, acoustic folk, 
bluegrass, country, tropical rock, reggae, and alternative rock, 
from the 50's to the present, as well as Scott’s original music. 

mailto:Charles@bitner36.com
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I extend a warm welcome to the following 
new chapter members: 

・Commander John Winiotis, USN Ret., and 
his wife, Hallee 
・Hyunsook ‘Jeanne’ Sours (Surviving spouse 
of Captain Martin Sours, USN Ret.) 
・Captain Howard London, USMC, and his 
wife, Marty 
・Brigadier General Peter Palmer, US Army 
Ret.,  and his wife, Sarah  

Chapter Membership
(From Page 2)

I have one final request for you.  I’ve found 
many of our members have inaccurate (OLD) 
information listed in their MOAA profile.  Lots of 
our members have changed their address, 
telephone number, email address, etc. It’s easy to 
forget to update every account you have, I know.  
But please, your help is needed to keep our 
records up to date, so put one more note by your 
computer to remind you to go to MOAA.org, log 
in and go to your account to verify the accuracy 
of your info.  You’ll need your MOAA number to 
log in; that number is on the front of your MOAA 
magazine.  If you can’t find it, email me for 
assistance. 

Thanks for reading and my warm regards, 
Bob

http://MOAA.org
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Legislative Update
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

Where the FY23 NDAA and Budget Bills Stand  

October 1 marks the start of the new fiscal year. 
Congress is supposed to have passed the 
appropriate authorization and appropriation bills to 
keep the government operating. To review, without 
the necessary authorizations and appropriations, 
federal agencies can’t operate properly. An 
authorization bill establishes new policies and 
programs for a federal agency and can reauthorize 
programs set to expire, while appropriations 
provide the funding for those authorizations. Once 
again, Congress has not done their job. 

Until Congress passes those bills, federal 
agencies overseeing the eight uniformed services 
lack the authorizations or funding needed for the 
annual military pay raise, quality health care 
coverage, and quality-of-life programs for 
servicemembers and their families, along with 
many other support programs and benefits 
necessary for an all-volunteer force.  

Passing authorization and appropriations bills 
before the end of the fiscal year has been a 
recurring challenge. The last year Congress and the 
White House enacted the necessary legislation on 
time to fully fund the government for the upcoming 
fiscal year was for FY 1997.  

With the start of FY 2023 here now, and 
midterm elections coming, it’s very likely the 
government will again miss the mark with its 
budget process. There is only a little more time for 
Congress to approve authorizations, up to the end 
of the calendar year.  

Here’s where the process now stands:  
FY 2023 Authorizations: For MOAA’s 

purposes, the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) is the most critical of these bills, as it 
affects DoD policies and programs. The House 
passed its version of the NDAA on July 14 by a 
vote of 329-101. The Senate has yet to pass its 
version.  

FY 2023 Appropriations: Neither the House 
nor the Senate have passed all 12 of the 
appropriations bills that make up the federal 
budget. Of particular interest to MOAA are the 
defense appropriations bill, which has authority 
over the budget for DoD, and the Military 
Construction-Veterans Affairs (MilCon-VA) 
appropriations bill, which sets the funding for 
military construction and the VA.  

Miss ing the October 1 deadl ine for 
authorizations will have tangible consequences 
such as delayed implementation of new programs, 
inability for DoD and other federal agencies to 
modify or discontinue existing programs, and 
agency leaders beginning FY 2023 with the 
challenge of funding newly legislated increases on 
the previous year’s budget.  

What’s Next?  
If Congress and the White House do not enact 

all 12 appropriation bills by October 1, it could 
result in a government shutdown. A more likely 
outcome would be the passage of a continuing 
resolution (CR), legislation to fund federal agencies 
so they can continue operating until the full 
appropriations process is finished. A CR would 
provide funding to the federal government at last 
year’s spending levels and could include add-ons 
such as support for the war in Ukraine or necessary 
funds for other programs throughout the 
government. 

For 25 years, Congress and the White House 
have failed to enact the necessary legislation to 
fully fund the federal government on time, and the 
ones who suffer the most are servicemembers, 
veterans, survivors, and their families. MOAA will 
continue to engage with members of Congress to 
ensure the needs of the uniformed services and 
veteran communities are fulfilled now and into the 
following year.  

B e s u r e t o r e a d T h e M O A A 
Newsletter (manage your newsletter preferences at 
this link) and visit MOAA.org for the latest updates 
on the NDAA and MOAA’s other advocacy 
initiatives.  
  

http://moaa.highroadsolution.com/moaa_preference_page/EmailSearch.aspx
http://MOAA.org
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OCTOBER 15th Member Picnic Meeting Reservation Form

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($35.00/person) for the Oct 15th Member
Picnic Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by Oct 11, 2022 
to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact: 
Charles@Bitner36.com , 602 -943-0028. 

Member reservations or call- ins WILL NOT be accepted after
October 11, 2022 @ 4pm

Cancellations after October 11, 2022 at 4 pm will be charged and not refunded.

For those who were not at the September 
luncheon, we will conduct our inaugural AZ 
MOAA Scholarship Fundraising Campaign from 
October 1 to November 17 (our November 
luncheon). See additional details on page 9, but for 
every $25 in donations, you will win one raffle 
ticket for a chance to win one (or more) of 12 
restaurant gift cards that we will draw at the 
November luncheon.  

While we are talking about future events, 
please mark December 10th on your calendars for 
our annual Army-Navy Game Party at Famous 48 
at the Shops at Gainey Village. Neither team is off 
to a very good start, but as we know, records don’t 
matter in this game—it is all about service pride 
and bragging rights. 

See you on the 15th at the Railroad Park. All 
aboard for a good time! 

Tom 

President’s Perspective 
(from page 1)

In Remembrance 
It is with great sadness that we 

announce the passing of chapter 
member Nancy Cowperthwait

Her obituary and information on 
services can be found here

September 2022 Donations

Bruce Kosaveach:   
$210 to the Chapter General Fund

Don’t miss the article featuring your 
AZ Chapter in the latest issue of 

Military Officer Magazine!
See the online edition here

Announcements!

https://www.qgdigitalpublishing.com/article/Chapters+2022+A+Time+for+Service/4342305/760863/article.html
https://www.azcentral.com/obituaries/par063848
https://www.azcentral.com/obituaries/par063848
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Tony Pistilli of Fountain Hills spoke to our 
chapter in May as a Colonel representing Airbase 
Arizona of the Commemorative Air Force, Mesa, 
AZ, at Falcon Field. Tony has worked for 
America West Airlines as Senior Director of 
Operations Planning, and in 1999 he joined 
United Airlines as Director of Maintenance 
Programs.  He retired in 2007, and has remained 
busy:  He is the past President of the Rotary Club 
in Fountain Hills and remains active, worked in 
the Junior Achievement program at the local High 
School, and is a docent at Air Base Arizona.    

Tony gave a fascinating and educational 
program for our members. As a docent at Air Base 
Arizona, he is no stranger to talking in front of 
groups. Tours at the Air Base often have 200 
visitors on any given Saturday.  The facility is 
open Wed-Sat in the summer; the hours are 
10AM-4PM.  The Commemorative Air Force has 
88 units worldwide (bases) with 173 Aircraft.  
Tony told the group his father was a crew chief in 
the Pacific Theater in WWII.  Following the end 
of WWII, a group of investors from the Southeast 
began the Confederate Air Force in order to save 
many WWII airplanes from being recycled (for 
scrap metal).   The name was later changed to 
Commemorative Air Force; its mission is to 
acquire, restore, display, and preserve aircraft. 
They have restored six WWII airplanes to flying 
status and over 20 others in the Museum. Rides in 
these aircraft can be purchased. The museum 
collection contains 25 aircraft from pre-WWI to 
the Vietnam War. 

Air Base Arizona is one of the largest bases in 
the system and has 400 volunteers.  Tony said 
their fleet leaves for the summer for bases where 
the weather is cooler.  Tony shared that the 
volunteers actually teach history, and he is very 
active in giving historic presentations at the Air 
Base as well as local community meetings. 

Recent Chapter Events

 Tony Pistilli - Commemorative Air Force

 Tony and Tom Sheets, MOAA Chapter President
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Our chapter had its first actual meeting on a 
weekday evening with a speaker and dinner on 
September 20, 2022 at the American Legion Post 44 
in Scottsdale. The purpose was to potentially allow 
younger members to attend who may not be able to 
be present at our regularly scheduled Saturday 
luncheons.  

The jury is still out on the success of this 
meeting for that intended purpose, however the 
speaker that evening, Brian Minzey, was in a word, 
outstanding! Brian’s military career spanned both 
the Navy and Army, and he shared his story as being 
one of the first responders to a deadly Air Force 
CV-22 Osprey crash in Afghanistan in 2010. The 
personal impact that this event had on Brian’s life 
has been substantial, and we were honored to be the 
first group that he has spoken publicly to since that 
event. Brian gave a very emotional presentation 
about his military career leading up to that incident 
and his ability to become one of the Army’s most 
elite soldiers - an Army Ranger. This is the Army's 
premier direct-action raid force.  

Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs Officer

RMD Strategy for a Down Market 
This month’s column is an extract from an 

article written by MOAA editor Rachel Reedy. 
Several times in past economic downturns, the 
federal government has suspended Required 
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) for retirement 
accounts for the year. In 2020, RMDs were 
suspended to help provide relief during the COVID 
pandemic, and RMDs were waived for 2009 during 
the Great Recession. This doesn’t happen very 
often. 

Right now, we are waiting to see what the 
government might do. One option while you wait is 
to take your RMD closer to year-end to see if any 
reprieve is granted. But if there is no suspension of 
RMDs, and you don’t need the money to cover 
expenses, there is an option that can help you avoid 
locking in losses while still taking your RMD — the 
in-kind transfer. 

Ask your account custodian to do an in-kind 
transfer of investment shares to a taxable brokerage 
account in an amount that equals the value of your 

RMD. You will still pay ordinary income tax on the 
RMD amount. But instead of cashing out the shares 
and locking in losses in a down stock market, the 
shares can grow in the taxable account when the 
market bounces back. 

After the shares have been transferred in kind, 
doublecheck with your custodian that the total transfer 
value meets your RMD amount. You want to ensure 
that investments that were valued at the market close 
price on the day of transfer didn’t fluctuate lower than 
you expected. 

If the transfer fell short of your RMD, you’ll need 
to move more shares or withdraw cash from the 
retirement account to make up the difference so that 
you satisfy your full RMD. That way you’ll avoid 
being subject to a penalty worth 50% of the RMD 
shortfall. 

Your basis in the shares will be the value on the 
date of transfer. When it comes time to sell the shares 
from the taxable brokerage account, you’ll owe tax on 
any appreciation. If the shares instead end up with your 
heirs, the shares’ basis will jump up to the value on 
your date of death — with any appreciation being tax 
free for your heirs. 

Be sure to consult with your investment advisor to 
help you with the details of this strategy.  

Chapter Happy Hour Meeting - 20 Sep 2022 Along the way, Brian met up with Brigadier 
General Don Harvel who was the Chief Accident 
Investigator of this Osprey crash. With this mutual 
experience they bonded, and prior to Don’s untimely 
passing they were comrades in arms. Brian is to be 
commended for his motivation and willingness to face 
his PTSD and to speak in public to our chapter after all 
these years. Everyone who attended was deeply moved 
by his sincerity and positive attitude.  

Also attending that evening were Brian’s wife, 
Megan and Don Harvel’s daughter Randee and her 
fiancé. Don’s book, Rotors in the Sand was available 
and with Randee’s signature.

Brian Minzey with AZ 
MOAA Chapter 

President Tom Sheets
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ANNUAL AZ MOAA SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 

The Arizona Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America will conduct a fundraising campaign for its 
Scholarship Fund from October 1st to November 19th. Rather than just asking for donations, we are including an 
opportunity to win restaurant and retail gift cards ranging in value from $20 to $100 as a thank you for your support. 
We will offer 12 gift cards as prizes. They are listed below. 

For every $25 donated to the Scholarship Fund, donors will receive one raffle ticket. Winners will be drawn at the 
November Members Luncheon.  

********** Donors do not have to be present to win. ********** 
This is not just for AZ MOAA members. Please share with family, friends, neighbors, other groups in which you are a 
member or participate, and businesses and organizations that have a community support program. The Scholarship 
Fund provides scholarships to ROTC students attending Arizona State University without the benefit of ROTC 
scholarships. 

The AZ MOAA Scholarship Fund is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) charitable non-profit organization, FID tax number 
43-2087533. You can donate at any AZ MOAA event or by mailing a check to: 

AZ MOAA Scholarship Fund 
Attn: Charles Bitner 
134 E. Northview Ave 
Phoenix, AZ 85020  

     Gift Card Prizes 

     #  Restaurant        Amount 

1.      Buffalo Wild Wings         $25 
2.      Longhorn Steakhouse     $50 
3.      Maggianos      $100 
4.      Costco      $100 
5.      S&V Urban Italian      $25 
6.      Longhorn Steakhouse     $50 
7.      Village Tavern      $75 
8.      Famous 48       $20 
9.      PF Chiangs       $25 
10.      Ruth’s Chris                 $100 
11.      Tontos       $25 
12       Cheesecake Factory                  $50 

On behalf of our future Scholarship winners & their families, we thank you!
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Arizona Chapter MOAA 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard), or NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health 
Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals 
who would, if living, be eligible for regular membership as defined above.  (Click here for online application form.)

Full Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________ 

Telephone #: ____________________________ E -Mail address: _____________________________________ 

Branch of Service: _____________________________________________ Rank: ________________________ 

Service Status: ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)    ____ Retired

____ Former Officer    ____ Warrant Officer

____ Surviving spouse of deceased MOAA member    ____ OR eligible individual

Date of Birth: __________________________ 

Your MOAA Member Number: ______________________       (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org

OR  you may request the AZ Chapter Membership Chairperson, Bob Fiegl, to enroll you

for a no-cost Basic Membership for 3 Years. You can email Bob at Fieglr869@gmail.com.

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. 

Dues for new members joining: Jan 1 –Jun 30 = $20 . Jul 1 – Dec 31 = $20 (includes following year paid in full).

Amount enclosed: $____________ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed 

application to Chapter Treasurer: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? _____AZ MOAA Website _____ The Sentinel Newsletter

_____ AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman _____Other (_____________________________________) 

Applicant Signature ________________________________________________ Date ___________________ 

https://www.azmoaa.org/membership/join-now/
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
mailto:Fieglr869@gmail.com
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ARIZONA CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America  

CALENDAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  
First Thursday of each month  

October 6, 2022 
the American Legion Post 44 

7145 E 2nd Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251  

Member Luncheon/Meetings  
Third Saturday of each month at 11am 

Next Meeting: October 15, 2022 
McCormick-Stillman Park 

Indian Bend & Scottsdale Road 
 Rotary Ramada 

Upcoming Events 
19 Nov: November Chapter Luncheon 

10 Dec:  Annual Army-Navy Game Party 
17 Dec: Holiday Luncheon 

Who Can Join MOAA?

Men and women who are or have been federally - 
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 
services: 

Army
Navy

Air Force
Marine Corps 

Coast Guard 

Space Force
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

Public Health Services 

The National Guard 

or other Reserve Components
of those services 

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would, 

if living, be eligible for regular 
membership in accordance with the above. 
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ADVERTISING
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

ARRANGEMENTS
Col Charles Bitner, USAF  602 -943 -0028 

CHAPLAIN
Col Miriam Rose-Cummo, USA      516-521-1511 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF  602 -482 -3838 

HISTORIAN /  PHOTOGRAPHER
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF  602 -482 -3838 

JROTC AWARDS
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF  602 -482 -3838 

LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

MEMBERSHIP 

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

PROGRAMS
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602- 501- 9876 
SCHOLARSHIPS
VACANT 

SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse 602 -993 -8556 

TRANSITION LIAISON 

CDR Jim Draper USN  480 -483 -7769 
WEBMASTER
Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

PRESIDENT 

Col Tom Sheets, USMC  760 -213 -3705 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

CDR Jack Farley, USN  412 -779 -0372 
SECRETARY

Maj David Boyd, USAF  202 -617 -0337 
TREASURER 

Col Charles Bitner, USAF  602 -943 -0028 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Maj Pete Berger, USAF  602 -739 -0586 
DIRECTORS:
LTC Ron Bright, USA; Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF; 
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN; Janet Lange, USMC 
Spouse; Col Lee Lange, USMC 

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
3537 E Tina Dr 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

 Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
 Counselor                     Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251    480 - 429 -6292 


